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Amendments to the Claims : 

Status of Claims: 

Claims 1-20, 45-48 are pending for examination. 
Claims 21-44, and 49-50 are canceled. 
Claims 1-20, and 45-48 are amended. 
Claims 1 and 1 1 are in independent format. 

1 . (Currently Amended) I n a data communicat i ons d e vice, a method for 
prov i ding access to data from a data acc e ss d e v i ce to a c l iont over a network, th e A 
method[[,]] comprising th e st e ps of : 

receiving a first request in a data communications device from a client to 
access data; 

providing a second request to access data to the a_data access device in 
response to receiving the first request, the second request including connection 
establishment information that enables establishment of a communication 
connection between the data access device and the client; 

receiving a first response from the data access device in the data 
communications device in response to the second request ; and 

providing a data transfer approval to the data access device in response to 
receiving the first response, the data transfer approval authorizing the data access 
device to establish the communication connection to the client by bypassing the data 
communications device based on the connection establishment information and to 
provide a second response to the second request to the client by bypassing the data 
communications device through the communication connection established by the 
data access device as a result of the data transfer approval . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein 

th e st e p of receiving the first request comprises i nc l ud e s (i) receiving the first 
request based on a request/response communications protocol, and (ii) receiving a 
content identifier that identifies a requested content; and 

tho stop of providing the second request comprises i nc l udes providing the 
content identifier to enable the data access device to access the requested content. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherem 

th e st e p of receiving the first request comprises receiving a plurality of first 
requests to acc e ss data from the client to access data ; 

th e st e p of providing the second request comprises providing a plurality of 
second requests in response to receiving the first requests, eaefr the second 
requests including a request sequence number; and 

the stop of providing the data transfer approval comprises providing a data 
transfer approvals for e ach of a plura li ty of r e sponses to t he second requests in a 
sequence based on the request sequence numbers for the second requests. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherem 

th e st e p of providing the second request comprises providing a plurality of 
second requests to a plurality of data access devices; 

th e st e p of receiving the first response comprises receiving a plurality of first 
responses from a subset of the plurality of data access devices that received the 
second requests; and 

th e st e p of providing the data transfer approval comprises a st e p of selecting 
on e of th e subs e t of a_data access devices from the subset of the plurality of data 
access devices to provide the second response to the second request and providing 
the data transfer approval to the s ele ct e d on e of tho data access devices. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein each the first response 
includes usage information for each data access device in the subset that indicates 
a level of usage for each data access device in the subset; and 

th e st e p of selecting a data access device from the subset of the plurality of 
data access devices ono of th e subs e t comprises comparing the usage information 
for all of the data access devices in the subset to determine the s ele ct e d on e of the 
data access devices from the subset having a preferable level of usage. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the connection 
establishment information includes a current transmit window for the client that 
provides a window length for transmitting the second response to the client from the 
data access device, the window length provided by the client in the first request for 
use by the data access device when determining a quantity of data to provide in the 
second response. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the data access device 
is a first data access device, and the connection establishment information includes 
a location identifier for a second data access device suitable for use if a requested 
content specified in the first request is unavailable from the first data access device. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the connection 
establishment information is a first set of connection establishment information, and 
the data transfer approval i nc l ud e s comprises a second set of connection 
establishment information, the data transfer approval authorizing the data access 
device to establish the communication connection to the client based on the first set 
and the second set of connection establishment information. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , furth e r comprising th e st e ps of : 
receiving a first acknowledgment of the second response in the data 

communications device from tho c li ont of tho socond r e sponse prov i ded to th e cl ie nt 
from th e data acc e ss d e v i c e over the communication connection; and 

i n r e spons e to r e co i v i nq th e f i rst acknow l edgm e nt forward i ng sending a 
second acknowledgment from the communications device to the data access device 
in response to receiving the first acknowledgment indicating that the data 
communications device received the first acknowledgment from the client. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising th e st e ps of : 
receiving in the communications device a first termination signal from the data 

access device in order to terminate a request session with the client; and 

i n r e spons e to r e c e iv i ng tho first t e rm i nat i on s i gnal, providing a second 
termination signal to the client in response to receiving the first acknowledgment that 
indicates a request to terminate the request session. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A data communications device[[,]] for prov i ding accoss 
to data from a data acc e ss d e v i c e to a c lie nt ovor a n e twork, th e data 
commun i cat i ons d e vic e comprising: 

a processor; 

a memory coupled to the processor; and 

a communications interface connected to the processor and the memory: 
wherein tho memory i s encod e d w i th log i c instruct i ons for a data 
commun i cat i on manag e r app li cat i on that, when perform e d on th e processor, caus e 
th e proc e ssor to form a data commun i cation manag e r that manag e s th e acc e ss to 
data stor e d i n th e data acc e ss d e v i c e by p e rform i ng th e op e rat i ons of: 

a first receive logic to receive r e c e iv i ng a first request through the 
communications interface from a client to access data; 
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a request logic to provide prov i ding a second request to access data through 
the communications interface to the a_data access device in response to receiving 
the first request, the second request including connection establishment information 
that enables establishment of a communication connection between the data access 
device and the client; 

a second receive logic to receive r e c ei v i ng a first response through the 
communications interface from the data access device; and 

an approval logic to provide prov i d i ng a data transfer approval through the 
communications interface to the data access device in response to receiving the first 
response, the data transfer approval authorizing the data access device to establish 
the communication connection through th e communicat i ons i nt e rfac e to the client 
based , at least in part, on the connection establishment information and to_provide a 
second response to the second request to the client. 

12. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 1 1 , wherem 
th e l ogic i nstruct i ons for th e data commun i cat i on manag e r app li cat i on compr i s e 
furth e r l og i c i nstructions that, whon perform e d on th e proc e ssor, caus o th o data 
communicat i on manager to perform th e op e rat i ons of: 

the first receive logic is to receive r e c ei v i ng the first request based on a 

request/response communications protocol, and 

r e c ei v i ng a content identifier that identifies a requested content; and 

where the reguest logic is to provide prov i ding the content identifier to enable 

the data access device to access the requested content. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 1 1 , wherem 
th e l ogic i nstructions for tho data commun i cat i on manag e r app li cation compris e 
further l og i c i nstructions that, whon perform e d on the processor, caus e tho data 
communicat i on manager to perform tho op e rat i ons of: 
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the first receive logic is to receive r e c e iv i ng a plurality of first requests to 
access data from the client; 

the reguest logic is to provide prov i d i ng a plurality of second requests in 
response to the first receive logic receiving the first requests, eaeb the second 
requests including a request sequence number; and 

the approval logic is to provide prov i ding a data transfer approvals for o ach of 
a plurality of responses to the second requests in a sequence based on the request 
sequence numbers for the second requests. 

14. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 1 1 , wherein 
th e l ogic i nstruct i ons for th e data commun i cat i on manag e r app li cat i on compr i s e 
furth e r log i c i nstructions that, wh e n p e rform e d on th e processor, caus e th e data 
commun i c a t i on manag e r to p e rform th e op e rations of: 

the reguest logic is to provide prov i ding a plurality of second requests to a 
plurality of data access devices; 

the second receive logic is to receive r e c ei v i ng a plurality of first responses 
from a subset of the plurality of data access devices that received the second 
requests; and 

the approval logic is to select a data access device from s ele ct i ng on e ef the 
subset of data access devices to provide the second response to the second request 
and where the approval logic is to provide prov i d i ng the data transfer approval to the 
data access device selected ono of from the subset of the plurality of t he data 
access devices. 

15. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 14, wherein 
ea€b the first responses comprise i nc l udos usage information for each data access 
devices in the subset that indicates a level of usage for eaeb data access devices in 
the subset; and 
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whor ei n th e l og i c i nstruct i ono for th e data communicat i on manag e r app li cat i on 
comprise further l og i c i nstruct i ons that, wh e n p e rformed on th e processor, cauoo tho 
data commun i cation manager to perform tho operation of where the approval logic is 
to compare compar i ng the usage information for all of the data access devices in the 
subset to determine the se l ect o d one of the data access devices from the subset 
having a preferable level of usage. 

16. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 1 1 , wherein 
the connection establishment information includes a current transmit window for the 
client that provides a window length for transmitting the second response to the 
client from the data access device, the window length provided by the client in the 
first request for use by the data access device when determining a quantity of data 
to provide in the second response. 

17. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 1 1 , wherein 
the data access device is a first data access device, and the connection 
establishment information includes a location identifier for a second data access 
device suitable for use if a requested content specified in the first request is 
unavailable from the first data access device. 

18. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 1 1 , wherein 
the connection establishment information is a first set of connection establishment 
information, and the data transfer approval includes a second set of connection 
establishment information, the data transfer approval authorizing the data access 
device to establish the communication connection to the client based on the first set 
and the second set of connection establishment information. 
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1 9. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 1 1 , wherem 
th e l og i c i nstruct i ons for th e data communicat i on manag e r app li cat i on compris e 
further l og i c i nstruct i ons that, whon performed on tho procossor, cause th e data 
commun i cat i on manager to perform th e op e rations of: 

acknowledgement logic to receive r e c ei ving a first acknowledgment through 
the communications interface from the client of the second response provided to the 
client from the data access device over the communication connection; and 

i n respons e to r e c ei v i ng the f i rst acknowl e dgment , where the 
acknowledgement logic is to forward forward i ng a second acknowledgment through 
the communications interface to the data access device in response to receiving the 
first acknowledgment indicating that the data communications device received the 
first acknowledgment from the client. 

20. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 1 1 , whereto 
th e l og i c i nstruct i ons for th e data commun i cat i on manag e r app li cat i on compr i s e 
further l og i c i nstruct i ons that, whon perform e d on the procossor, cause tho data 
commun i cat i on manag e r to p e rform tho op e rat i ons of: 

a termination logic is to receive r e c ei v i ng a first termination signal through the 
communications interface from the data access device in order to terminate a 
request session with the client; and 

i n r e sponse to r e c e iving th e f i rst termination signa l , where the termination 
logic is to provide prov i d i ng a second termination signal through the communications 
interface to the client in response to receiving the first acknowledgment that 
indicates a request to terminate the request session. 

21-44. (Canceled) 
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45. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 1 3, wherem-a 
resp e ctiv e sequence number for each of the s e cond first requests distinguishes the 
s e cond first requests amongst each other such that a first one of the s e cond first 
requests has a corresponding assigned unique sequence number with respect to a 
corresponding assigned sequence number assigned to a s e cond first one of the 
second requests. 

46. (Currently Amended) The data communications device of claim 1 5, wherein 
the plurality of second requests are forwarded to the data access device of the 
subset of the plurality of data access devices in response to a determination 
r e c e iv i ng a s i ng le first r e qu e st from th e c l i e nt such that th e data commun i cat i on 
d e v i c e l e arns , based on receiving the first responses, indicating which of the data 
commun i cat i ons access devices are most able to service the first request by 
forward i ng data to th e c l i e nt . 

47. (Currently Amended) The data communication device as-in of_claim 1 1 , 
wherein the data communication device is a switch, and 

wherein r o c oi v i ng the approval logic providing the data transfer approval 
results in the data access device establishing the communication connection with 
the client to service the first request, the communication connection from the data 
access device to the client b ei ng a path othor than through tho bypassing the data 
communication device; and 

wherein the connection establishment information in the second request 
includes a request for content generated by the client, the data access device 
receiving the request for content prior to establishing a connection between the data 
access device and the client based on the connection establishment information. 
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48. (Currently Amended) The data communication device as4n of_claim 47, 
wherein the client generates multiple first requests for corresponding different 
content, the multiple first requests being forwarded form the client to the data 
communication device, the data communication device generating respective 
second requests associated with each of the multiple first requests, the data 
communication device forwarding the respective second requests to two or more 
data access devices that are able to establish a respective connection and serve 
requested data, each of the second requests sent from the data communication 
device to a respective data access device including a request sequence number 
distinguishing each of the second requests from each other. 

49. (Canceled) 

50. (Canceled) 
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Petition for revival under 1,1 37(b) as unintentional 

The entire delay in filing of this reply from the due date for the reply until the 
filing of this petition was unintentional. The applicant respectfully requests that the 
application be revived. 
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